The Bloody Assize
Charles is reported to have said of Jeffreys that he had
" no learning, no sense, no manners, and more impudence
than ten carted street-walkers," But I do not think, with
Macaulay, that he regarded the man with scorn and disgust,
I expect if he used the phrase he spoke in jesting exaggeration,
for Charles liked impudence.
Once before the Privy Council Jeffreys appeared for
the Stationers5 Company against some printers for the
offence of printing the King's Psalter in violation of
the Company's rights. "These fellows," said Jeffreys,
with a smile to His Majesty who presided, " have teemed
with a spurious brat, which being clandestinely midwived
into the world, the better to cover the imposture they lay
it at your Majesty's door*"
Here was glorious impudence indeed, but Charles
showed no disgust at it, and merely turned to the Lords
near him, saying, " This is a bold fellow, I'll warrant him!J>
It was easy to be bold before a monarch who had drunk
with you overnight in company with his mistress, and
Jeffreys' boldness was kept for such occasions, and for use
and abuse on the Bench to revile and torture the victims
of his hate.
Like all converts, he was soon loud in vilifying his old
friends the City Whigs. It may, perhaps, be said in his
defence that he would in any case have preferred to live
among the courtiers, and now he was among them he merely
did as they did.
For it is difficult to picture him having any sympathy
for the sane and sombre ideals of the business men of the
nation. They were, for the most part, Whig and Protestant,
whilst a good many were even dissenters. Now Jeffreys
had a real hatred and loathing of dissenters* Even had he
at any time desired to do justice to them, of which there is
little evidence, he seems to have been mentally incapable
of regarding a dissenter as a human being within the curtilage
of the protection of the law- To Jeffreys, dissenters were
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